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CONPIDENTIAL PORT MORESBY 0050 

CINCPAC POR POLAD 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT PGOV BP 

SUBJ: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN SOLOMON ISLANDS 

1 . UK HIGH COMMISSIONER BAKER TOLD ME JAN 1 1 THAT PORMER 
CHIEP MINISTER MAMALONI HAS RESIGNED PROM LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. DEPUTY LEADER OP OPPOSITION (AQARAO) UNEXPECTEDLY 
DIED IN EARLY DECEMBER, ALLEGEDLY BECAUSE OF CARDIAC 
ARREST WHILE PLAYING TENNIS. RUMORS BEGAN CIRCULATING, 

ACCORDING TO BAKER, THAT DEATH WAS CAUSED BY SORCERY. 

WHISPERED ACCUSATIONS AGAINST MAMALONI WERE POLLOWED BY 
THREATS AGAINST HIS LIPE. THEREUPON MAMALONI RESIGNED 

ON DEC 24. CHIEP MINISTER KENILOREA TRIED TO PERSUADE 
HIM TO WITHDRAW RESIGNATION, BUT HE WAS ADAMANT. 

2. COMMENT: BAKER BELIEVES, AND I AGREE, THAT THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS WILL HAVE DESTABILIZING IMPACT ON 
POLITICAL SITUATION. MAMALONI HAS HISTORY OP MENTAL 
INSTABILITY AND, FREED PROM RESPONSIBILITY (BUT NOT 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PORT M 00050 I202I7Z 

PROM AMBITION), HE COULD GO OFP ON ANY ONE OP SEVERAL 
UNPORTUNATE TANGENTS. 

3. BAKER SPECULATED THAT THREATS AGAINST MAMALONTS 
LIPE WERE POLITICALLY STIMULATED. THIS MAY BE 
CORRECT, BUT IS NOT NECESSARILY SO. GIVEN THE STRONG 
MELANESIAN BELIEP IN WITCHCRAFT, THIS EPISODE COULD 
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HAVE BEEN COMPLETELY NONPOLITICAL IN CAUSE IE NOT IN 
EEEECT. 

OLMSTED 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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